
  



 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

Second Baptist Church, Richmond, Virginia 
October 4, 2026  |  World Communion Sunday 

About worship today: World Communion Sunday is a celebratory Sunday that invites us to think beyond the walls 
of our own congregation. On this day, people around the world celebrate Communion as an act of radical unity. 
While we gather at our own Table to celebrate Christ’s joyful feast, we will also remember, with fondness, our 
siblings in faith celebrating this same meal around the world. 

We will collect the offering before and after today's worship service. Offering plates are located under the balcony 
inside the Sanctuary. These plates are designated for each language ministry (Arabic, English, Portuguese, Spanish, 
Telugu), and church leaders will collect them at the conclusion of worship. 

If you are worshiping online, please take a moment to prepare your own elements before the service. If you need 
a gluten-free option, you may retrieve those elements at the entrances to the Sanctuary. The following ingredients 
are present in the gluten-free wafers: filtered water, sweet rice flour, potato flour, organic palm fruit oil, potato 
starch, modified cellulose, sunflower lecithin [made in a facility that processes eggs]. 

GATHERING AT GOD’S INVITATION 

Prelude  |  Mr. Fernando Fachini 
“Prelude and Fugue” BWV 533  —  Johann Sebastian Bach 
“Prelude in G Major” Op. 37, No. 2  — Felix Mendelssohn 

Trinity Chime  |  Eleven o’clock in the morning  
 

Gathering Song  |  “Come All You People”  

Uyai mose, tinamate Mwari;  
uyai mose zvino. 

Come all you people, come and praise your Maker;  
come now and worship the Lord. 

This short gathering song (based on a text adapted from Psalm 95:6) is a great favorite among 
children in Zimbabwe, and it is frequently used as a processional song for worship. The choir enters 
singing, the congregation picks up their excitement, and soon all are singing.  

— Traditional Zimbabwean song; Alexander Gondo; arr. John Bell 
 

Words of Friendship  |  Dr. Noel Schoonmaker 

 



Si tienes hambre,  
Hay lugar en la mesa de dios.  

Si estás cansado,  
Hay lugar en la mesa de Dios. 

Si sueñas con pertenecer, 
Entonces aquí practicaremos la pertenencia. 

Desde el norte, el sur, el este y el oeste,  
Dios nos invita a casa. 

Hay lugar en la mesa de Dios. 
 

 
† Call to Worship  |  Rev. Louis Orsatti; leader reads in Spanish, respond in English or Spanish 

If you are hungry,  
there is room at God’s table.  
If you are weary,  
there is room at God’s table.  
If you dream of belonging,  
then we will practice belonging here.  
From north, south, east, and west,  
God invites us home.  
There is room at God’s table. 

 HEARING AND PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  |  Rev. Andre Amaral; spoken in Portuguese 

Creator God, we hear your invitation to love our neighbors as ourselves, to live like we belong to 
one another. And yet, what is out of sight is often out of mind. Forgive us for training our hearts to 
focus only on what is in front of us. Forgive us for ignoring the tie that binds us to all of creation. 
Forgive us for assuming that you being with us means you can’t be with others, too. Our gaze has 
been too narrow. Open our hearts. Expand our understanding. Help us to celebrate the many 
places you are present in this world. Remind us of the ties that bind us to all of creation.  

Please respond in the language of your choice: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Song of Response  |  “How Great is Your Love”  |  Mrs. Karin Goude, Mr. David Pumphrey 
All are invited to sing the chorus: 

How great, how great, how great is Your love  
How great, how great, how great is Your love  
How great, how great, how great is Your love for us 

Prayer for Illumination  |  Rev. Paul Nalla; spoken in Telugu 

Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from your mouth. 
Make us hungry for this heavenly food, that it may nourish us today in ways of eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 

Scripture Lesson — Revelation 7:9-12  |  Rev. Agayby Shehata; read in Arabic  
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, 
saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 



 

Music for Reflection  |  “The Lord Is God”   |  Musicians from the Arabic Language Ministry 

The LORD is God, He is the One who made us. 
We are His people, The sheep of His pasture. 

Let us worship the LORD 
With joy and thanksgiving. 
Let us shout aloud to Him, 
And let us lift our hands. 

We offer glory 
To the One who dwells in heaven, 
And we offer our praise 
To the One who is among us. 

Sing and make melody 
With the sweetest songs. 
Clap your hands 
To the Lord of all creation. 

In the name of our God 
We will raise the banners, 
And through His salvation 
Our songs of praise will rise. 

Sermon  |  Dr. Schoonmaker 
“Christlike Love” — John 13:34-35  (Pew Bible, page 877) 
 

                                        RESPONDING TO GOD’S CALL 

The Ordinance of The Lord’s Supper  |  Dr. Schoonmaker 

Breaking the Bread, Sharing the Cup 
Music during communion: Musicians from the Portuguese & Telugu Language Ministries 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

† Hymn of Response  619  |  “Blessed Assurance”   ASSURANCE 
† Sending Forth and Benediction  |  Dr. Schoonmaker 

Postlude  |  Dr. Mary Beth Bennett 
“Spanish Hymn”   Neil Harmon 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Ministering with You 

 Reverend Dr. G. Noel Schoonmaker, Senior Pastor 
Reverend Dr. Ben Brown, Minister of Senior Adults and Congregational Care 

Reverend Megan Doud, Minister of Children 
Reverend Leah Gilbert Harlow, Minister of Students 

Reverend Tom Mitchell, Minister of Discipleship & Missions 
Reverend Taylor Vancil, Minister of Music and Worship 

Reverend André Amaral, Pastor, Portuguese Language Ministry 
Reverend Paul Nalla, Pastor, Telugu Language Ministry 

Reverend Louis C. Orsatti, Pastor, Spanish Language Ministry 
Reverend Agayby Shehata, Pastor, Arabic Language Ministry 

Mr. Joshua Hartgrove, Director of Administration 
 

 

† Those who are able, may stand. 
Church Copyright License #101276 

 

 

Guests, we welcome you to worship at Second Baptist Church. 
Please scan the QR Code to complete a Connection Card and we 
will be in touch with you soon. 

 

 



 

 
 

OUR SYMPATHY 
… to Jackie Livesay and family upon the death of her mother 
… to Bobby Ukrop and family upon the death of his brother 

 
 
 

Deacon Vote Update:  In relation to the deacon vote last week, the new slate of deacons was officially 
approved by the congregation. Thanks be to God for all the new deacons and their willingness to serve! 
 
Join the Chancel Bells:  This handbell ensemble is perfect for adults with little to no ringing experience.  
Rehearsals are on Mondays at 1:00 p.m. in the handbell room and are directed by Rev. Bill Miller.  Email 
Nancy Hartgrove for information: nhartgrove@secondbaptistrva.org. 
 
Grief Seminar:  In October, we will offer a four-session grief seminar facilitated by Karen Brown. This 
group will continue to meet October 9, 23, and 30, 10–11:30 a.m. in FLC 246. The intention of this 
seminar is to offer adults navigating loss an opportunity to learn, reflect, and connect. These four 
sessions explore how grief affects the body and mind, using discussion, reflection, and small group 
work.  Facilitator Karen brings dual master's degrees in Social Work and Divinity, hospice experience, 
and personal loss to this work of ensuring no one grieves alone.  If you would like to attend, please 
contact Patty Dimowski at 804-740-7101 or info@secondbaptistrva.org.  
 
A Jazz Christmas Sponsorship Opportunities are available through October 16!  For more information, 
contact Betsy Beamer (betsybeamer@comcast.net) or Todd Mawyer (toddmawyer@gmail.com).      
** Tickets will go on sale to the public on Thursday, October 29 at 12:00 noon. 
 
Reception Honoring Kathy Driver: Sunday, October 18, 2026, at 12:00 p.m.  To celebrate Kathy upon her 
retirement, we are planning a special reception in her honor at 12:00 p.m. in the Commons on Sunday, 
October 18, 2026 (immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service). We will recognize her in both 
the 9:00 a.m. Well service and the 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service that day. Please make plans to attend 
and please bring cards of appreciation for Kathy. She has our prayers, support, and continued 
friendship as she moves into retirement and continues to care for her brother and her family.  
 
Emerge Night Out:  Mark your calendar to join us on Monday, October 19, at the Casa Italiana 
restaurant, 8801 Three Chopt Road, Henrico 23229 (in the Westbury Plaza).  When you arrive, an 
Emerge Committee member will be stationed in the parking lot to collect your donations. Your 
contributions will help stock the Second Baptist Loaves & Fishes ministry with staple food items.  To 
register (so we have a headcount) and see a list of needed items, please see our church website. 
 
You're Invited:  Art Gallery Dedication - Celebrating The Testaments by Ken Walker:  We are thrilled to 
invite you to the dedication of our new church art gallery as we celebrate the opening of The 
Testaments, an abstract expressionist series created by Ken Walker.  Join us on Wednesday, October 
21 at 7:15 p.m. in the Church Commons for a special dedication event where we'll honor this beautiful 
new addition to our church. Ken will share remarks about his work and the inspiration behind The 
Testaments, followed by a time of Q&A — a wonderful opportunity to hear directly from the artist 
about the faith and creative vision that shaped each piece.  Refreshments will be provided, and we 
hope you'll linger, connect, and take in the work together.  The Dedication Program will last 
approximately 30 minutes, but the Gallery will be open for viewing through the evening following the 
dedication.  Whether you're drawn in by curiosity, by a love of sacred art, or simply by the chance to 
gather with your church family, we would love to have you there. Come see how this space has been 
transformed into a place of beauty, reflection, and inspiration for all who pass through.  We are 
grateful for Ken's extraordinary generosity in sharing his gifts with our congregation. 
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Men's Grief Group:  Loss is a universal part of the human experience, yet men often face unique 
challenges when processing grief. Whether mourning the death of a loved one, the end of a marriage, 
job loss, health struggles, or other significant life changes, men frequently navigate such challenges 
alone, unsure how to express their pain or seek support.  These meetings will be facilitated by Bill 
Bateman and Ben Brown and will take place in the Parlor (first floor, Education Building) on the first 
and third Wednesdays of each month, from 6:15 until 7:00 p.m.  The meetings will offer a confidential 
opportunity for participants to share, pray, and be reminded that no one is alone in their struggle or 
pain.  We invite you to join us as we walk this path together, finding strength in vulnerability and hope 
in community. 
 
Emerge Opportunity to Serve, October 22: Emerge needs 6 volunteers on Thursday, October 22, 2026. 
We will be serving breakfast to about 100 unhoused people at Oregon Hill Baptist Center, 400 S. Pine 
Street, Richmond, VA 23220.  They are partnering with Marco’s again, who will be providing breakfast 
pizza, and require volunteers to serve and interact with those who come for breakfast. We will arrive 
at 9:00 a.m. to set up and begin serving at 9:30 a.m. We will also arrange carpooling from the church 
for those who volunteer. Register on our church website to join us to help with this effort. 
 
Newcomer Lunch:  On October 25, at 12:15 p.m., we will host our free “Newcomer Lunch” for those new 
to Second Baptist. This is a time where newcomers can gather together and get to know one another 
and the 2BC staff in an informal and relaxed atmosphere. We will enjoy a free, delicious lunch, and our 
ministerial staff will introduce themselves and give a brief summary of their ministries and how 
newcomers can get connected with all that God is doing in and through our church. If you would like 
to attend, please contact Kathy Driver at 804-740-7101 or kdriver@secondbaptistrva.org. 
 
Help Prayer Shawl Ministry knit 100 hats and scarves for adult CrossOver Healthcare Ministry patients!  All 
skill levels are welcome. Pick up yarn and patterns in the FLC Commons, to work on at home, or come 
stitch with friends at Prayer Shawl Ministry on the 3rd Thursday of the month (next up: October 15) 
from 12:00-2:00 p.m., upstairs in the FLC near room 248. All finished pieces are due in the FLC Commons 
basket by October 25. Let's give someone a warm Christmas! 
 
Second Cousins (Senior Adult) Gratitude Luncheon, November 19, 2026:  All senior adults are invited 
to join us for our Gratitude Luncheon on Thursday, November 19, from 12:00–2:00 p.m.  We will gather 
together in the FLC Gym for a delicious meal prepared by Chef Chuck, followed by a heartfelt worship 
service right at our tables.  Our Minister of Music and Worship, Taylor Vancil, will lead us in harvest 
hymns and invite us to lift our voices together, and our Minister to Senior Adults, Ben Brown, will share 
a brief, encouraging homily to close our time.  This is a great opportunity to come together in 
fellowship, share a meal with friends old and new, and pause to give thanks for God's many 
blessings.  We would love for you to be there.  This meal is offered free of charge for all participants, 
but you must sign up so we have a head count.  Please reserve your spot with Patty Dimowski at        
804-740-7101 or info@secondbaptistrva.org.  We look forward to celebrating this season of gratitude 
with you! 
 
Second Cousins (Senior Adult) Annual Christmas Luncheon, December 1, 2026:  All senior adults are 
welcome to attend our annual Christmas luncheon at the Country Club of Virginia (Westhampton 
campus, adjacent to the University of Richmond).  We will meet at CCV on Tuesday, December 1, 
beginning at 12:00 noon. This festive gathering kicks off the season of holiday cheer and offers a 
wonderful opportunity to visit and enjoy fellowship together.  Our program will follow its usual 
format, and we are delighted to announce this year's musical guests: Dr. David Esleck and Isaac 
Wilson.  Dr. Esleck is a familiar face to our group, and he will be joined this year by Isaac, a talented 
young violin prodigy.  Some of you may remember Isaac from last year's Jazz Christmas performance 
— he's excited to return and showcase his skills on strings for this special occasion.  Cost is $35 per 
person.  You must sign up in order to participate.  Please reserve your spot with Patty Dimowski at 
804-740-7101 or info@secondbaptistrva.org.   
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